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Section 1.Reading Comprehension

Choose from the sentences A-H the one which fits each gap (1-7). There is one
extra sentence which you do not need to use.

I lived in Port Stewart, one of the small villages on the coast. I rented a small room
at the top of an old damp two-storey Victorian terrace house. The house was the
last one in the terrace and from its window I could look out on the grey, ever-
restless ocean. .

1 F\ The weather in that part of the North of Ireland was never the
kindest, though when the summer came the landscape around us, the easy access
to Donegal and to the remoter parts of the North gave the area its own particular
delight.

An old retired couple who owned the house lived in two rooms on the ground
floor. 2 (™ His bent figure would brave even Port Stewart’s weather as he
walked along the sea front.

[ never saw the old man at any other time apart from these walks.
3 (2 His wife, his second, would sit quietly in the kitchen beside the fire
constantly knitting and offering us cups of tea as we came in from the pub or back
from studying. She never bothered us much, was always friendly and enjoyed a
cup of tea with those of us who would sit and chat with her.

4 4 We were not surprised, aware even then that age can be cruel.
But what moved me most was his rapid worsening, the fact that I never again saw
him walking bent double against the wind, and the sight of his walking stick
always lying in the hall. It became a strange kind of symbol.

5 D) The fact that we were only aware of this old man's illness
through his rasping cough and his wife's nursing him gave the house an air of
heavy sadness.

One evening, I came in from the cold and went I straight to the kitchen to heat
myself at the fire. Mrs. Paul sat alone. There was a silence I couldn't understand. I
recall now that her knitting needles were for once not in evidence. 6 // Her
face was very still.

It took her some time to acknowledge me coming into the room. 7 @ She
looked up slowly and I remember her old, lined but still quite beautiful face as she
said calmly and without emotion: ‘My husband is dead’.




A Mr. Paul became ill very suddenly.
B ‘Would you like a cup of tea?’ I asked.
C Mr. Paul was in his eighties and I remember him going for his nightly walk

accompanied by his walking stick and a small dog.
D Late into the night I could hear him coughing.
E However, I could not believe what had happened.
F

I can still remember the view from the window and the constant changes in
he sea.

G I heard him occasionally in his own room.
H

Neither was there any steam coming out of the old kettle normally kept hot
by the fire.

—

(7 scores)
Section 2. Grammar

Task 1. Read the extract from the text and complete the sentences with the correct
Jorms of the verbs in brackets.

When Mr. Hiram B. Otis, the American Minister, 1 (3@0‘%\ e/cl (decide) to buy
Canterville Chase, everyone 2 |d _ (tell) him that it3 W/ @ s (be) a
foolish thing to do. There 4 W < (be) no doubt that a ghost 5 |\ved
(live) in the house. Indeed, Lord Canterville himself 6 « ¢t ov\zé(mention) the
feat to Mr. Otis when they 7 d ISOSSe é(discuss) the sale.

‘We 8 l\avm‘i l\vednot live) in the place ourselves, 9 < (cl (say)
Lord Canterville, ‘since the day when my grand-aunt 100y M; dened (frighten)
by the ghost. It 11k appe ne (happen) many years ago. My grand-aunt
1245 d ressing (dress)' for dinner when she suddenly 13 ¢ | (feel)
two skeleton hands being placed on her shoulders. The fright 14 i a (o
(make) her very ill and she never really recovered.’

‘1 15<;l,95!\'{ beli evénot believe) in ghosts,” 16 < o '{cl (say) Mr. Otis.

(16 scores)

Task 2. Choose the right option from a), b), c), d)

L.I... glasses since I was a child,

a) wear, b) wore, ¢) am wearing, @have been wearing.

2. When the phone rang, ... dinner.

a) cook,@) was cooking, ¢) had been cooking, d) have been cooking.
3. He usually had dinner at 4 p.m., ... ?

a) had he, b) hadn't he, c) did he,@ didn't he.

4. He works ... and makes good progress.
@hard, b) hardly, ¢) good, d) badly.




5. He reminds me ... someone I knew in the army.
@ of,@ to, ¢) from, d) about.
6. Mary is here. Where are ... ?
a) other, b) others,@the others, d) another.
7. What ... bad weather we are having today!
a) the,@ a,¢) an .
8. Did you read ... English books at school?
a) some,@many, ¢) much, d) none.
9. I want to know what ...,
a) are you doing, b) were you doing, c) will you do, d))you are doing.
10. I've made ... mistakes now than I made last time.
a) few, b) a few,@ fewer, @less.
(10 scores)

Section 3. Writing

Comment on the following statement.

Some people like to do only what they already do well. Other people prefer to try
new things and take risks.

What can you say for and against taking risks in life?
Write 200-250 words.

Use the following plan:

- give a general statement of the problem

- outline the points FOR

- outline the points AGAINST

- draw a conclusion weighting up the points outlined. Zr) / 40
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